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Lamp Posts
During
2011
the existing
lighting in Stratton Park was
renovated – with new taller
lamp standards and more efficient light fittings being installed. These lights are clearly
an improvement for those areas, if not obscured by tree
canopy. However there remain
a couple of black spots
(literally!) where there are no
lights - specifically the pathways by the tennis courts and
the pathway from the village
hall across to Cleveland Close.
We are in contact with the
council about these black spots
- don’t expect any result this
year - but we may get an improvement in 2013

Current Projects
Rejuvenation of the Dellwood Hedgerow
This old boundary hedgerow ( well over 150 years old) has not
been maintained as a natural feature for many years. Some of the
residents in Pitman Close have nurtured their sections of the hedgerow and are demonstrating what a great refuge for birds such a
hedge can provide: roosting and nesting space and a source for insects and seeds.
Our aim is to fill in the gaps with traditional hedge row shrubs,
ensure all elements of the hedge are well maintained and add some
insect habitat in the form of perennial flowering plants at the base of
the hedge.

More Spring Bulbs in the tree avenues
(starting by Cleveland Close)
To brighten up those sections of the
park which are dominated by the tree
avenues we have planted croci and
daffodils under the trees. With mature
trees such as our Norway maples little
will grow beneath them once the trees
are in leaf - so the best option is
Spring Bulbs. We started this project
in Autumn 2011 – but we can keep on adding bulbs and corms for
several years yet - there are a lot of trees!

Why all the new dog signs?
We received a rash of new notices
on poles in February urging dog
owners to clean up after their
dogs and ensure they have control
of their dogs. Dog owners should
always remember that there are
people and small children who find
dogs running around very intimidating – perhaps they had a bad
experience with a dog when very
young. So, while your dog has fun,
please always be prepared to put
it back on the lead quickly if need
be, you do not have complete

control over a dog unless it is on a
lead.
The Council is attempting to reduce the amount of dog poo left in
parks. Most of us do clean up, of
course – its just a few owners who
don’t pick up, and a very few mad
individuals who put the poo in a
black bag – and then throw the bag
into a hedge! What do you think is
the best way of reducing the dog
poo problem - let us have your
thoughts by leaving a comment on
our website.

Issue 4 Page 2

Future Projects
Our plans are always evolving as members suggest new and better ways to enrich the
park and as we see what works and what does not. Here are our ideas at the beginning of
2012 - we would love to get your input, comments and suggestions, so do not hesitate to
email us or blog us on this website.
Winter Aconites under the trees in the Lime Walk
As with the avenues of Norway maple, not a lot
will thrive around a mature avenue of Common
Lime trees – so our best option here is more
spring flowers when there is very little other interest in this area. Winter aconites are what we
are planning here - to be planted in Autumn
2012.
If you walk through Glebe Gardens in the centre
of town in February – March you will have noticed the drifts of winter aconites under the trees by the
path from Church Street to the car park. That is what we would like to replicate.

Rejuvenation of the Old Hedgerow on the north side of Holy Ghost Field
The Old Hedgerow is again an ancient land boundary – probably 200 years old - as can be gauged from
the beech and oak trees dotted along its length. The hedgerow itself has had very little beneficial maintenance in the last 40 years and is now very thin and weak. It would be a pity if it was to be lost completely. Here our plans are:
to maintain the trees and shrubs on the hedge line as best we can - removing ivy from the main
trees, pruning for regeneration of the hedgerow shrubs, avoiding further deterioration of the
hedge row by random walk through,
to plant a range of shrubs to the immediate south of the original line,
to add some perennial wildflowers to the south of that - creating a band of new planting between 2 and 4 meters deep.
There will still be 3 gaps for walking through the hedgerow to the path on the north ( tennis court) side.
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Future Projects
Trees
The Council have done some work in the park so far this year trimming the
canopy of some trees , and there is a continuing dialog with them about the
long term future of the park’s tree population.
Replacement of the tree stock in the park with a wide range of native deciduous
trees and one or two additional evergreens.
The Council has already begun on this very long term project with the planting of 3 limes, 4 beeches and 2 oaks at
various points in the park. They have all been planted well
away from houses and gardens as they will be as big as the
sycamores in 100 years time.
These have not been planted in isolation but as part of a
comprehensive long term scheme to enrich the fauna of
the park with mixed native trees, flowering and berry bearing bushes and flowering plants. Over the next few years
we will be adding smaller trees such as rowan, hazel, birch,
crab apple, service and hornbeam.
Meadow flower experimental areas
We will be experimenting with some small areas where meadow flowers are promoted
within the grass either by introducing flower plugs or by leaving the grass uncut to
see what non-grass plants can flourish without assistance.

Meadow flower experimental areas continued
One of our key projects over the next
few years is to enrich the flora of the Park
by establishing some wild flower rich grass
areas – why and how?
Apart from increasing the richness of the
green environment for insects and birds
(when did you last see a butterfly in the
Park? There are more butterflies in the
neighbouring gardens!) a flowery meadow
is more pleasant to walk past than municipal grass.
… and it all saves money! Less time and
fuel spent on mowing the grass, less carbon entering the atmosphere (mowing 3
times per year against 15 times per year
would halve the cost of maintenance for
meadow areas)
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Working with the Coun-

cil’s
Environmental
Maintenance team we
can significantly increase
the diversity and quality
of the Park.
We are planning to start
with some test areas - some where the
grass is left uncut to see what can flourish
if not constantly mowed, and some where
additional meadow flower seed is added to
the existing grass area. We should be able
to see the results in the next 12 months.
We are indebted to Sue Everett, MIEEM for
some of the material in this article. If you
would like to know more , try going to
http://www.meadowmaker.me.uk/

Totally Tennis - In the Park
Totally Tennis will be operating their tennis coaching
sessions in the park again
this summer .
Starting 2nd April through to
October they will have control of the 6 courts. Outside
of these hours the courts are
free for other users.

For further information or to book a

Special Juniors coaching sessions in place contact Totally Tennis 01256
358816
Easter School Holidays
Meanwhile, there are coaching opMonday 2nd - Friday 5th April
‘LEARN TO PLAY TENNIS AND MAKE
NEW FRIENDS’
Ages 4-9 years - 9.00am - 10.30am
Ages 10 years + - 10.30am - 12 noon

Check out our Website:
www.friendsofstrattonpark.org.uk
Read all the news and events going on in the area.
Contact us with your views and questions.

portunities and social tennis sessions
at various time during the week to
suit all levels and ages. For more details of Totally Tennis coaching check
t h e i r
w e b s i t e
a t
www.totallytennis.co.uk/

Or You can contact us :
Email:
friendsofstrattonpark@sky.com
Tel:

01256 470171

Post:

14, Ennerdale Close,
Kempshott,
Basingstoke RG22 5H

Find out what the projects are on the Green
Space page.
Tell us about the History of the park
WE NEED YOUR INPUT!

Friends of Stratton Park is supported by
and works with Basingstoke and Deane
Borough Council to enhance the ecological
and amenity value of this green space.

